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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 

 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2016 

 

FORM 4     ENGLISH LITERATURE     MARKING SCHEME 
 

DO NOT PENALISE LANGUAGE ERRORS AS LONG AS THE ANSWER IS 

COMPREHENSIBLE.   

 

SECTION A – DRAMA                                      (25 marks) 

SECTION B – POETRY                                      (25 marks) 

SECTION C – PROSE                                                          (25 marks) 

 Candidates should be rewarded for their knowledge of the text (including quotations) and 

for relevance. 

 Answers should be written in a coherent and organised manner.   

 Candidates should be penalised for contradictory, irrelevant and disorganised answers.  

 

21 - 25 marks 

Excellent 

 Essay shows a sound and detailed knowledge of text  

 Content is detailed, relevant and accurate  

 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

 Meaning is clear and accurate 

16 - 20 marks 

Very Good 

 Essay shows a sound knowledge of text 

 Content is generally detailed, relevant and accurate 

 Ideas are supported by quotations and/or close references 

 Meaning is generally clear and accurate 

11 - 15 marks 

Pass 

 Essay shows an adequate knowledge of text 

 Some of the content is relevant 

 Ideas are occasionally supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Expression is satisfactory.   

6 - 10 marks 

Weak 

 Essay shows limited knowledge of text 

 Content is mostly irrelevant or inaccurate. 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is frequently not clear 

1 – 5 marks 

Very Poor 

 Essay shows poor knowledge of text 

 Content is too short and generally irrelevant 

 Ideas are not supported by quotes and/or close references 

 Meaning is not clear 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Track 3 
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Unprepared Text                                                                                         25 marks 
Reward marks for answers that show understanding of the text. 

 

1. Underline the correct answer.                                                                                          2 marks 

a.  “thee” in line 1 is   iv. his beloved. 

 

b.   In this poem there are   iii. three quatrains and a rhyming couplet. 

 

 

2.   What is this traditional form of poetry called? 

       A sonnet                                                                                                                            1 mark 

 

                                                                                                                                                            

3.   a.  What is the rhyme scheme of the poem?                                                                ½ mark 

           abab / cdcd / efef / gg 

 

     b.  Comment on the rhythm of the poem.                                                                     1 mark 

           The rhythm is mostly slow, soft, and regular. Accept reasonably similar 

descriptions. 

 

 

 4.  Explain the question the persona asks himself in the first line of the poem.                    1 mark 

         The persona wonders if he should compare his beloved to a summer’s day. 

 

 

5.  a.  ‘Thou art more lovely and more temperate’. Explain line 2 of the poem in your own 

words.                                                                                                                                       

1 mark 

          He thinks that summer is not as lovely and moderate as his beloved.  

      

 b.  What reasons does the persona give for this statement?                                        2 marks        

The reasons are that the winds/rough winds of summer often blow the buds away, 

and it is a a short season.  

 

            

6.   a.   What kind of figure of speech is “the eye of heaven” in stanza two?  personification         

                                                                       ½ mark 

 

      b.  Comment on the meaning and effect of this figure of speech.                              2 marks 

 The sun is compared to an eye in heaven.   

 The summer sky is compared to a face (and we imagine it is alive). 

 The image is appropriate as he compares it with the beauty of his beloved. 

 He wants us to imagine that his beloved is more beautiful. 
         Accept any two similar and relevant explanations. 

 

     c.  “And often is his gold complexion dimmed” - What is “his gold complexion”?                     

What happens when it is “dimmed”?                                                                    2 marks 

 This (use of personification) refers to the colour/atmosphere of the sky on a 

summer’s day./ The bright sunlight.   

 When “dimmed” the sky/sun is less bright/ there are clouds/ it is grey. 
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7.   a.  Quote a line from stanza three in which the persona compares the subject of the poem 

to the seasons.                                                                                                          1 mark 

                 “But thy eternal summer shall not fade,” 

     b.  What is this figure of speech called?  A metaphor.                                               1 mark 

         

 

8.    “Nor shall Death brag thou wander’st in his shade”.                                                      1 mark 

        a.   What is the figure of speech used in this line? 

              Personification/Metaphor 

        b.  Explain its effect.                                                                                                   2 marks 

 It is as if Death will never have the satisfaction of destroying the beloved’s life. 

 The metaphor, “wander’st in his shade”, refers to the way death hides away those 

who die. 

 The idea of death is associated with darkness – “shade" 

 “Nor” emphasizes that not even death will have the power to destroy his beloved’s 

beauty. 

Accept any two similar and relevant explanations. 

 

 

9.    Referring to stanza three, explain why the persona is convinced that the subject of the poem 

will live forever.                                                                                                              2 marks 

 The persona believes that his writing will capture the beauty of his beloved and so 

 keep it alive forever. 

 If people keep reading his works, then this youthful beauty will be preserved 

forever. 

 His works are “eternal lines” and so unlike summer that comes to an end, his 

beloved will live on in his words. 
Accept similar and relevant explanations. 

 

 

10.   Explain the last two lines of the poem in your own words.                                            2 marks 

   As long as people continue to live (“breathe”) and see, they will go on reading his words. 

Therefore, his beloved’s beauty will never die since it will live on in the poem.  

 

 

11.  What is your reaction to the poem? Explain in some detail making reference to the poem.      

                                                                                                                                  3 marks 

 Award marks to answers that show an ability to identify features in the poem which are 

 evocative and convey the message effectively. 

 

 

 


